
CAT 

A cetacbn/llcal and far derived fimilitude It holds with men, 

Cav'.o.’vlf, fUr ?r°'l' • , Brown's V Ugar Erraurs. 

r- 1 n ’ J' i y j A deluge; an inundation ; 

laical generally for the umvcrfal deluge 

The opinion that held ihefc catac/yfms and empvrofes univer- 

™ f ’: ch ’, as hc!J ’ , t ,at 11 put a total confirmation unto 
th.ngs in thts lower world. Hales Origin of Mankind. 

Caiacomiis. n.f. [from *A* and a hollow or cavity. 1 

Subterraneous cavities for the burial of the dead ; of which there 
are a great number about three miles from Rome, fuppofed to 
u the eaves and cells where the primitive chriftians hid and af- 
lcmhled thcmfelves, and where they interred the martyrs, which 
arc accordingly viiited with devotion. But, anciently, the word 
catacomb was only underftood of the tombs of St. Peter and St 
Paul ; and Mr. Monro, in the Philo fiphical TrcmfaRions, fup- 
polcs the catacombs to have been originally the fepulchrcs of the 
hrit Romans. 1 laces like theft* might afford convenient re- 
fortments to the primitive chriftians, but could never be built 
by them.^ Chambers. 

Catagma tick. af. [xauypa, a frn&ure.J That which has 
die quality of coniolidating the parts. 

I put on a catagmatick emplafter, and, by the ufe of a laced 
glove, fcattcrcd the pituitous I welling, and ffrengthened it. 

. _ „ Wifcmun' s Surgery. 

Catalepsis. n. f. [xa!«Xr,\]/.7>{.] A lighter fpecics of the apo- 
plexy, or epilepfy. 

1 here is a difealc called a catalcpjis , wherein the patient is 
fuddenly fei/.ed without fenfe or motion, and remains in the 
, f ; ime poflurc in which the difeafe feizeth him. Arbutbnot. 
Ca i alogue. n.f. [yaiaAvyC'-.] An enumeration of particu- 
lars ; a lilt ; a rcgiltcr of things one by one. 

In the catalogue ye go for men, 

As hounds, and greyhounds, mungrcls, fpaniels, curs, 
Showghes, water rugs, and demy wolves, are eleped 
All by the name of dogs. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Make a catalogue of all the profperous facrilcgious perfons, 
and I believe they will be repeated much fooner than the alphn- 

* 5C t • South. 

1 was in the library of manuferipts belonging to St. Lau- 
rence, of which there is a printed catalogue ; I leaked into the 
Virgil which difputes its antiquity with that of the Vatican. 

Addifon’ s Remarks on Italy. 
The bright Tygctc, and the Alining Bears, 

With all die Tailors catalogue of Aars. Adds fan's Ovid. 

Catamo'u NTA I N . n.f. [from cat and mountain.] A fierce ani- 
mal, rcfcmbling a cat. 

I he black prince of Monomotapa, by whofe fide were feen 
the glaring catamountain, and the quill-darting porcupine. 

Arbutbnot and Pope’s Mart. Scriblerus. 
Ca'taphp. act. n. f. [cataphraila, Lat.] A horfeman in com- 
plete armour. 

On each fide went armed guards. 

Both horfe and foot before him and behind, 

Archers and (lingers, cataphraRs and fpears. Milt. Agonijl. 
Cataplasm, n.f. [*«]xa-xxafMr.] A poultice ; a foft and moift 
application. 

I bought an unction of a mountebank. 

So mortal, that but dip a knife in it. 

Where it draws blood, no catap/afrn fo rare, 

Collected from all firnples that have virtue 
Under the moon, can fave. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Warm cataplafms difeufs, but fealding hot may confirm the 
tumour. Arbutbnot on Aliments. 

Ca'tapult. n.f. [catapulta, Lat.] An engine ufed anciently 
to throw Aones. 

The balifia violently Aiot great Aones and quarrels, as alfo 
the catapults. Camden’s Remains. 

Ca'taract. n.f [xd'xea txlr.] A fall of water from on high; 
a Aioot of water ; a cafcade. 

Blow, winds, and crack your cheeks ; rage, blow ! 

You cataracts and hurricanes, fpout. 

Fill you have drench’d our fteeples, drown’d the cocks. 

Shakefp. King Lear. 
What if all , 

Tier Aorcs were open’d, and this firmament 
Of hell Ibonld fpout her cataraf.ls of fire ? 

Impendent hoirours ! Milton’s Par. Lojl , b. ii. /. 170. 

No fooner he, with them of man and beait 
Select for life, fiiall in the ark he lodg’d. 

And Ihelter’d round ; but all the cataracts 
Of heav’n fet open, on the earth Aiall pour 
Rain, day and night. Miltons Par. Lojl, b. xi. /. 824. 

Torrents and loud impetuous cataraRs , 

Through roads abrupt, and rudcunfalhion’d tracts. 

Run down the lofty mountain’s channcl’d fides. 

And to the vale convey their foaming tides. Blackmore. 

Ca'taract. [In medicine.] A fuffufion of the eye, when little 
clouds, motes, and flies, feem to float about in the air ; when 
confirmed, the pupil of the eye is cither wholly, or in part, 
covered, and fliut up with a little thin {kin, fo that the light has 
no admittance. Jpttincy. 

Saladinc hath a yellow milk, which hath likewife much acri- 
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mony; for k ctafah thaeyg: i. ir good a |r„ for 
glands, and occafions irritations. The caufes are “ P .° n f thofe 

occafions tco great a quantity of ferum in i 1 ’ nl ^ oevtr 

All fev’rous kinds, 

Convulfions, epilepfies, fierce catarrhs. Par LoR A • 
Neither was the body then fubject to die by piecen£l\n!i 
langudh under coughs, catarrhs, or confumptions ' c ? 
Cata;rr ha c. ladj. [from catarrh.] Relating to a catS" 
Ca r,\ rrhous. ] proceeding from a catarrh. " 

1 he catarrhal fever requires evacuations. pr 

d a ge attended with a glutinous, cold, catarrhous , leuc,,' 
phlegmatick conAitution. ArbuthZl n 

Catastrophe, n.f [^Wl^'.] D,et - 

1. 1 he change or revolution, which produces the conclufion or 
iiriiil event of a ctramatick piece. 

Pat !— He comes like the catajlrophe of the old comedy. 

That plulofopher declares for tragedies, whofe cata/lropL] 
are unhappy, with relation to the principal characters. Drtnis. 

. A hnal event; a conclufion generally unhappy. 

Here was a mighty revolution, the molt horrible and porten- 
ttious catajlrophe that nature ever yet faw ; an elegant and ha- 
bitablc earth quite fluttered. Woodwards Nat. Hitt 

JCAL. n.f [from cat and call.] A fqueaking inflrument, 
iifed in the playhoufe to condemn plays. 

A young lady, at the theatre, conceived a pallion for a noto- 
rious rake that headed a party of cat cals. Spectator, N° 602. 

*1 hree catcals be the bribe 

'r r/'rorj w ^°^ e c hatt’ring {homes the monkey tribe. Pope. 

1 o LA I CH y. a. preter. I catched, or caught ; I have cat eked 
or caught. [ ketfen , Dutch.] 

r ‘ } 0 ty 0,1 h-ind ; intimating the fuddennefs of 

the action. 

And when he arofe againft me, I caught him by his beard, 
and fmote him, and flew him. 1 Sam. xvii. 35. 

2. T o flop any thing flying; to receive any thing in the pallage. 

Others, to catch the breeze of breathing air. 

To "I ufculum or Algido repair ; 

Or in moifi Tivoli’s retirement find 
A cooling Aiade. Addifon on Italy. 

3. To ieizc any thing by purfuit. 

I faw him run after a gilded butterfly, and, when he caught 
it, he let it go again ; and after it again ; and over and over lie 
comes, and up again ; and caught it again. Shakefp. Coriolan. 

4. To Aop any thing. 

A Aiephcrd diverted himfelf with tolling up eggs, and catch- 
ing them again. Spectator, N° 160. 

5. I o enfnare; to intanglc in a Inarc ; to hold in a trap. 

And they fent unto him certain of the Pharifees and of the 
Herodians, to catch him in his words. Mar. xii. 13. 

I hefe artificial methods of reafoning arc more adapted to 
catch and entangle the mind, than to inftruct and inform the 
underAanding. Locke. 

6. To receive fuddenly. 

The curling fmoke mounts heavy from the fires, 

At length it catches flame, and in a blaze expires. Dryden. 

But flopp’d for fear, thus violently driv’n, 

The {parks Aiould catch his axletrec of heav’n. Dryden. 

7. To faften fuddenly upon ; to feize. 

I he mule went under the thick boughs of a great oak, and 
his head caught hold of the oak. 2 Sam. xviii. ig. 

Would they, like Benhadad’s cmballadours, catch hold of 
every amicable expreflion ? Decay of Piety. 

8. To feize unexpectedly. 

To catch fomething out of his mouth, that they might ac- 
cufehim. Luke, xi. 54. 

9. To feize eagerly. 

They have caught up every thing greedily, with that bufy 
minute curiofity, and unfatisfaCtory inquifitivenefs, which Se- 
neca calls the difeafe of the Greeks. EJfay on Homer. 

10. Topleafc; to feize the affections ; to charm. 

For I am young, a novice in the trade. 

The fool of love, unpraCtis’d to perfuade, 

And wanting the foothing arts that catch the fair. 

But, caught myfelf, Jie firuggling in the fnare. Dryden. _ 
I’ve perus’d her well ; 

Beauty and honour in her arc fo mingled. 

That they have caught the king. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

1 1. To receive any contagion or difeafe. 

I cannot name the difeafe, and it is caught 
Of you that yet are well. Shakefp. Winter's Tale . 

Thofe mealies, 

Which we difdain Aiould tetter us, yet fcck 
T he very way to catch them. Shakefp. Coriohmus. 

In 
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In footh I know not why I am fo fad : 

It wearies me ; you fay it wearies you ; 

But how I caught it, found it, or came by it, 

I am to learn. Shakefp. Merchant of J emce. 

'The fofttlfof our BritiAi ladies expole their necks and arms 
to the open air, which the men could not do, without catching 
cold, for want of being accuflomcd to it. Addifon. Guardian. 
Or call the winds through long arcades to roar. 

Proud to catch cold at a Venetian door. Pope. 

To catch at. To endeavour fuddenly to lay hold on. 

Saucy liCtors 
Will catch at us like Arumpets, andfeald rhimers 
Ballad us out of tune. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

Make them catch at all opportunities of fubverting the Aate. 

Addifon’ s State of the War . 

To Catch, v. n. To be contagious ; to fpread infeCtion. 

’Tis time to give them phyfick, their difeafes 
Arc grown fo catching. Shakefp. Henry V III. 

Sicknefs is catching ; oh, were favour fo ! 

Your’s would I catch, fair Hermia, ere I go. Shakefp. 

Confidcring it with all its malignity and catching nature, it 
may be enumerated with the worftof cpidemicks. Harvey. 
When the yellow hair in flame Ihould fall. 

The catching fire might burn the golden cawl. Dryden. 

The palace of Deiphobus afeends 
In fmoaky flames, and catches on his friends. Dryden. 

Does the fedition catch from man to man, 

And run among the ranks ? Addifon’ s Cato. 

Catch, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. Seizure; the aCt of feizing any thing that flies, or hides. 

And furely taught by his open eye, 


His eye, that ev’n did mark her trodden grals. 


Sidney. 


taking 

Bacon. 


Thatlhe would fain the catch of Strephon fly. 

2. The act of taking quickly from another. 

Several quires, placed one over againft another, and 
the voice by catches anthem-wife, give great pleafure. 

3. A fong lung in fucccflion, where one catches it from another. 

This is the tunc of our catch, plaid by the picture of nobody. 

Shakefp. Tempejl. 

Far be from thence the glutton parafite, 

Singing his drunken catches all the night. Dryden, jun. 

The meat was ferv’d, the bowls were crown’d. 

Catches were lung, and healths went round. Prior. 

4. Watch; thepoftureof feizing. 

Botli of them lay upon the catch for a great a&ion ; it is no 
wonder therefore, that they were often engaged on one fuhjedf. 

Addifon on ancient Medals. 

5. An advantage taken ; hold laid on. 

All which notions are but ignorant catches of a few things, 
which arc moft obvious to men’s obfervations. Baton. 

T he motion is but a catch of the wit upon a few inftances ; 
as the manner is in the philofophy received. Bacon. 

Fate of empires, and the fall of kings. 

Should turn on flying hours, and catch of moments. Dryden. 

6. The thing caught; profit; advantage. 

Heitor lhall have a great catch, if he knock out either of 
your brains ; he were as good crack a fufty nut with no kernel. 

Shakefp. Troilus and Crcjfida. 

7. A fnatch ; a Ihort interval of aition. 

It has been writ by catches, with many intervals. Locke. 

8. A taint ; a flight contagion. 

We retain a catch of thofe pretty ftories, and our awakened 
imagination fmiles in the recolledtion. Glanville’s Scepfis c. ?. 

9. Any thing that catches and holds, as a hook. ' ’ ^ 

10. A fmall fwift failing {hip. 

Ca'tcher. n.f. [from catch.] 

1. He that catches. 

2. That in which any thing is caught. 

Scallops will move fo ftrongly, as oftentimes to leap out of 
the catcher wherein they are caught. Crew’s Mufeum. 

Ca Tchfiy. „.f [f rom catch and fy.] A plant ; a fpecics of 
campion : ««« r 


which fee. 

Ca'tchpoll. n.f. [from catch and poll. 1 
bailiff. 


A ferjeant ; a bum- 


I hough now it be ufed as a word of contempt, yet, in an- 
cient tunes, it feems to have been ufed without reproach for 
fuch as wc now call ferjeants of the mace, or any other’that 
ufes to arreft men upon any caufe. /• ,1 


'They call all temporal bufinefles underfheriffrics, as if thev 
were but matters for underfheriffs and catchpolls ; though manv 

cXdo.lf 0 UIldcrfhc “ ffncs do more g°od than their h! e h f pc . 

Anothcr monfter, Bacon s Lffdys. 

Sullen of afpeiff, by the vulgar call’d 
A catchpoll, whofe polluted hands the gods, 

Vyuh force incredible and magick charms, 

T-nt have endu’d, if he his ample palm 

Of°d 1 t' apIy on fatcd ^ louldcr Ia y 

Ca'tchword; „.f [from catch and w Wkh JWips 

I he word at the corner of the page under the laft lin T k 
“ W'd at the top of the nJt p § age Wh ‘ ch 
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Cateche'tical. ad/, [from xdr.yju.] Confifting of queftions 

and anfwers. . . 

Socrates introduced a catechetical method of arguing; nc 
would ask his adverfary queftion upon queftion, till he con- 
vinced him out of his own mouth, that his opinions were 
W rone. Addifon. Spectator, N° 23S. 

Cateche'ticalt.v. adv. [from catechetical:] In the way oi 
queftion and anfwer. 

To CATECHISE, v. a. [*<* 1 «x*".] 

1. To inftrudl by afking queftions, and correcting the anfwers. 

I will catcchifc the world for him ; that is, make queftions, 
and bid them anfwer. Shakefp. Othello. 

Had thofe three thoufand fouls been catechifcd by our mo- 
dern cafuifts, we had feen a wide difference. Decay of Piety. 

2. 'To queftion; to interrogate; to examine; to try by inter- 


rogatories. 


Why then I fuck my teeth, and catechife 


My piked man of countries. 


Shakefp. King John. 


Swift. 

One who catechizes. 


There flies about a ftrange report. 

Of fome exprels arriv’d at court ; 

I’m flopp’d by all the fools I meet. 

And catechis'd in ev’ry ftreet. 

Ca'techiser. n.f. [from to catechife.] 

Ca'te chism. n.f. [from xx%fif.] A form of inftruction by 
means of queftions and anfwers, concerning religion. 

Ways of teaching there have been fundry always ufual in 
God’s church ; for the firft introduction of youth to the know- 
ledge of God, the Jews even till this day have their catechifms. 

Hooker, b. v. § IQ. 

He had no catcchifm but the creation, needed no ftudy but re- 
flection, and read no book but the volume of the world. South. 

Ca'techist. n.f [uasln^irw.] One whofe charge is to inftruCt 
by queftions, or to queftion the uninftructed concerning reli- 
gion. 

None of years and knowledge was admitted, who had not 
been inftruCted by the catechi/l in this foundation, which the 
catechijl received from the bilhop. Hammond's Fundamentals. 

Catechu'men. n.f. [** 1 »;x»^«*’®-.] One who is yet in the firft 
rudiments of chriftianity ; the loweft order of chriftians in the 
primitive church. 

The prayers of the church did not begin in St. Auftin’s 
^ time, till the catechumens were difmilled. Stillingfeet. 

Catechume'nical. adj. [from catechumen.] Belonging to the 
catechumens. Did. 

Catego'rical. adj. [fiom category.] Abfolute; adequate; 
pofitive ; equal to the thing to be exprefled. 

The king’s commilfioners defired to know whether the par- 
liament’s commilfioners did believe, that bifliops were unlaw- 
ful ? I o which they could never obtain a categorical anfwer. 

Clarendon , b. viii. 

A fingle propofition, which is alfo categorical, may be divided 
again into Ample and complex. Watts's Logick. 

Catego'ricai.l v. adv. [from categorical.] Pofitively; ex- 
prefsly. 

I dare affirm, and that categorically , in all parts where-ever 
trade is great, and continues fo, that trade muft be nationally 

Child's Difcourfe of Trade. 

CATEGORY, n.f. [xuhyoj.a.] Aclafs; a rank; an order of 
ideas ; a predicament. 

T he abfolute infinitude, in a manner, quite changes the na- 
ture ot beings, and exalts them into a different category. Cheync. 

Catena'rian. adj. [from catena, Lat.] Relating to "a chain ; 
refembling a chain. 

In geometry, the catenarian curve is formed by a rope or chain 
hanging freely between two points of fufpenfion. Harris. 

T he back is bent after the manner ot the catenarian curve, 
by which it obtains that curvature that is fafeft for the included 

TnTITvM irr re °*** PhUofobhical Principles. 

To CATENATE, v. a. [from catena, Lat.] To chain. Did. 

Catenation, n.f. [from catena, Lat.] Link; regular con- 
nexion. 0 

. catenation, or conferring union, whenever his plca- 

fure lhall divide, let go, or feparatc, they lhall fall from their 
exiltence. Brawn's Vulgar Errourr. 

v'<SUaJ ER ' v - ”• [Prom cates.] To provide food; to buy in 

He that doth the ravens feed. 

Yea providently caters for the fparrow. 

Be comfort to my age. Shakefp. As you like J. 

Cater, n.f. [from the verb.] Provider; collector of provi- 
fions, or victuals. H 

The oyftcrs dredged in this Lyner, find a wclcomer accep- 
tance, where the taftc is cater for the ftomach, than thofe of the 
lamar. Carcw’s Survey of Cormval 

Ca'ter. n.f [quatre, Fr.] The four of cards and dice 

Ca ter-cousin. w . JC A corruption of quatre-coufm, from the 
ridiculoufiicfs of calling coufin or relation to fo remote a de- 
gree. 

hc,favi,,s: ' our ' 

^4 ^ reafon, how co m c,h 

Rymcr’s Tragedies of the laji Age' 
* E Ca'tere^;. 
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